FETTERS  ON  LIFE
ligion too seriously. But for the most part the world has scoffed at this theory of its badness. And so more or less it has done to all the other ideas.
So the Christian Church was just the old Pagan Church renamed, refurbished to date. The Gospels were not allowed to be read.
The strength of the Churches lay in their organisation, their authority over mankind in the name of God, their use of the powers of Governments, and the truths they possessed. These truths they declared to be special revelations, but they are not that. In The Hearts of Men I analysed some of them. Take, for instance, the worship of the Madonna and Child. What is that ? It is simply the idea in the emotion of maternity. If to the Latin nations of Europe the worship of the Madonna and Child has become an integral and large part of religion, it is because in those nations there is an instinctive worship of motherhood, which is absent in the north. I had already seen this in their life and literature. Frenchmen and Italians adore their mothers in a way the colder northern peoples never do. It is one of the most notable traits of character in those of them I have met, and in their literature it is the same. The way a Frenchman writes of maternity is totally different from that in which any English or German or Norwegian -~*.vriter does. He finds in it a poetry and grace and significance that no northern writer has